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JVbrtA I^al, 44, ,Lofig, 60, 10. Fin- 
uMaven, Fax Islands 9 Monday, Sept. 
181*. 1897. 

To Joseph Smith Jr. and the, 
cHUECf or Latwb Day Saints in 

KlETLAND GKSVTING: 

Dear Saints of God^ 
whom we love of a truth for the trath , 
sake that dwelleth in you, and we pray 
God thai it may abide with you forev- 
en As we are called to stand upon 
the Islands of the sea, in defence of the 
truth lind for the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ We are 
under the necessity of making use of 
our pen, to 'give you an account of our 
labors in the ministry since we left 
Kirtland, as we cannot at present speak 
to you face to face. We left Kirtland 
May 31st, find took Steamboat at Fair- 
port in company with Elder Milton 
Holmes, to go forth to labor in the 
vineyard as the Lord should direct — 
After calling on the Saints in Jefferson 
Co. N. Yo we arrived, at Sackett's 
Harbour and took Steamboat do the 
6th of June for Upper Canada and oa 
the 8th awed at' .Brother Artemus 
Judd'a. And oa the lM, had the hap- 
py privilege of setting in conference 
with John E. Page, James Bfekes* 
lee, and a number other eldete t and a 
large congregation of Saints. And 

we were blessed with a very interesting kip^of-ihe sun: But how to get con- 
time* After* spending several dtTy?Tvfeyance to the Islands we knew- not* 



with them we took the parting^-h&ficj 
with these beloved friends and pro** 
ceeded on our journey for the East in 
company with elder John Goodsbn, and 
others bound for England. We tool 
the parting hep&d-with them at Schenec- 
tady, and arrived at the Caanan church 
in Connecticut^ visited the church a 
few days. Hero elder ftL Holmes 
took his departure for Mass. and"toto'' 
went to Colebrook, v igtted different gafts 
of the town MS W^Mttglit Wct&gs', 
from thtif^'t^Captori and'hfcld a'fneef 




Woodruff h^d the privilege of teadip, 
three of his kinfolk into the waters ol 
baptism. And had not the Spirit call** 
ed us away to perform a greater work, 
we should have had no difficulty in et* 
tablishing a branch of the church in 
that place. A family where we tarried 
but one night, and taught them tto 
things of the kingdom^ believed our le»* 
timony, and after our departure, two 
of the household followed us 15 miles 
to receive baptism at our hands* but we 
were gone? and they truly believed it 
to be a day of warning and not of ma* 
ny words* We also visited Farming 4 
ton and held one meeting In the Meth- 
odist meeting house, and preached to 
an attentive congregation who wished 
to hear more concerning the great work 
of God. We left Farmingion on the 20 
ofJufy ? for Mass, 11 and after visiting 
the Bradford church* and after preach* 
ing several times with them, we pra« 
ceeded on our journey to Saco ? Maine f 
where we spent several days with the 
church and friends. But duty urging 
us forward to lift the warning voice to' 
those thai bmd not heard the sound of 
the gospel^ we then~went to the eily of 
Portland. We there took the Steam- 
er Bangor on the 1ft of August, to speed' 
us on ogftway to *he Tbianjk of4h^ sea^ 
theyHanmsd'us at Owls head at the Wt- 





^ticed speaking several 
pbf ftefct t icir druirrs at the doors 
much confusion, This is 
Jtsturbance we have had since 
Kirtland We next visited 
AVon, where we held four meetings 
and many came out to hear and mani- 
fested a spirit of inquiry. And elder 



we retired to a grove and offered up 
our thanks unto God for his mercies 
and asked him to operrour way before 
us; we returned to the Inn and soon 
found some men that were $oio^ near 
the Islands that night, 
would land us if j&e- ' 
sago with tbaijiu j • WW** 
on boaftlJ *hKxfhm®% J 

w'onkom mm 

afc'2 ' ^£lc&"$iiA31$' kerning, August 
20th. If \cas with peculiar feelings 
and sensations tKat we began to walk 
forth upon one of the Islands of the sea' 
which was wrapped in the sable shade© 
of night, whose waters had never cov*** 
ered a soul for the remission of their 
sins after the order of the goapel f and! 
which soil had never before been presf** 
*d by the foot steps of an elder -of la* 
raef. We were strangers^ pilgrim* 
'"and almost pennyless* But-w^ ha4 
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come on the Lords business, wo believ- 
ed him faithful that hakl promised, and 
we felt willing to trust in his name, 
we soon came to a house, w lie re wq, 
ware received and we retired to rent 
We arose in the morning made ourselves 
known as servants of the Lord, we in- 
quired if there was any religion pj^ 
priests on the Island; we were inform- 
ed that there was a Baptist priest, ^i 
small church aiuta meeting house at 
the center of the Island, The town of 
Vinalhaven includes both North and 
South Fox Islands: Pop. 1800. The 
inhabitants are generally wealthy, in- 
telligent, industrious, generous and 
hospitable to strangers. North Island 
is 9 miles long, and 2 wide, pop. 800. 
South Island is 10 miles lon^, and o 
wide, pop. 1000 &c. As it was Sab- 
bath morning there was to be pronoh- 
■ing in the meeting house, we conclu- 
ded to attend considering it a proper 
place to introduce the gospel When 
we arited at the place, meeting had 
commenced, the deacon came to the 
door and we informed him that we 
were servants of the Lord, that we had 
a message for the people and wished 
to be heard? the deacon informed the 
priest that we were preachers of the 
gospeL He invited us into the stand 
and gave out an appointment for us at 
5 o'clock P. M. After the priest had 
closed his discourse lie invited us to his 
house during the intermission. We 
presented him the boo]T 5f Mormon, 
he appeared friendly and said he should 
like to read it. We met according to 
appointment and preached to them the 
first principles of the gospel. We then 
gave out appointments fo* * w n f our fol- 
lowing evenings to be hei&at the sev- 
eral school houses on th^lfeland. The 
|e^ame out in grodt numbcr§ and 
"jlUgliori and manifested 
io fuurteen 





tisi 

his craJtwas jfe: 
that if he held his pe&<»ail fo\$ 
would believe on our wo\us i accor- 
dingly he strove to use his im,,rrneo 
against us ? but without effect as you 
may judge on learning the fact that on 
Sunday the 27th while we met with a 
congregation, he had not so much as 
one to m$ei with him hi his usual place 
of worship* for the excitement was so 
great that the members of his church 



ings and inviting us to visit them, and 
inquiring into these things. The Lord 
clothed us with his Spirit and we were 
enabled to stand up and boldly declare 
those things that arc commanded us.— 
And the sound thereof soon reached 
the neighboring Islands and some of the 
inhabitants -soon hoisted their sails to 
Convey them over the waters to hear 
the tidings for themselves. On Sun- 
day the 3rd of Sept we preached to a 
large congregation assembled together 
from these Islands, at the close of our 
meeting we opened a door for baptism, 
and a respectable sea captain and his 
wife offered themselves as candidates, 
we then assembled where there was 
much water and aher offering -up our 
[> ravers unto God, we then bad them 
I down into the sea and baptised them 
and we returned rejoicing. Oris Mon- 
day following we visited the South Is- 
land to s'*t before them the truths of the 
everlasting gospel. Wo held five 
meetings, the peuple came out by hun- 
dreds, to hear and Idled the school- 
houses to overflowing. 

Notwithstanding the anxiety of the 
people to har more upon this i rft por- 
ta nt s abject, yet we were- under* the 
necessity of returning to the North Is* 
land, to attend an appointment on Sun- 
day* accordingly we met and preached 
to the people and opened a door for 
baptism and another sea Captain and a 
young lady came forward and we re- 
paired to the sea shore and baptized 
them, and on Tuesday following, we 
administered the ordinance of baptism 
unto three others. 



A Methodist priest on the South Is- 
land fearing whereuntol these things 
would grow, came over to the Island 
where we were baptizing and made 
friends with the Baptist priest (like 
Ilerod and Pilate) and called a- meet- 
ing, we attended. The Methodist priest 
arose and commenced warm hostilities 
iiyU ,the book of Munnuo, and our 
'Wfi^.jW f^k ?™uutes of his dis~ 

i 

from the 




^gainst 



prooi from the w#r$ gf 
our 1 principle, .,;■ ! in { 
an impression upon the f 
hearers against the work; 
book of Mormon in his ban 
an out stretched arm declared 
feared none of the judgments of <G 
that woujd come upon him for rejecting 




and deacon, were attending our meet- 1 that book as the word of God. When 
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lie closed his meeting we arose and 
feetified some of his wide mistakes in 
hi§ presence before tho t congregation, 
and informed the people if they would 
meet next Sabbath at the meeting 
house wo would answerevcry objection 
that had -been presented against the 
book of Mormon and our principles du- 
ring the meeting* And last Sabbath 
we met a congregation of several hun- 
dred at the meeting house, assembled 
together fr^m the different Islands, and 
we arose iri their midst, and redeemed 
our pledge by answering every objec- 
tion that had been brought against the 
book of Mormon, or our principles.— 
After meeting we repaired to the water 
and ag&in administered the ordinance 
of baptism. *Thc Baptist priest is no 
less busy than his Methodist brother, for 
%?hile one is in the pulpit declaring to 
the people, that the principles of the 
book of Mormon are saping the very 
foundation of our churches and holy 
religion; the other is gone over to the 
main land calling upon his Baptist 
brethren* saying conic over and help 
us 'lest we fall. But cursed is man 
that trustctVin man or makeih flesh his 
arm saith the Lord God, Oyc priests 
of Baal your cry is in vain, the God of 
Israel has set his hand the second time 
to recover his people. The stone has 
began to" roll, . and will soon become a 
mountain and fill the whole earth The 
Lord is calling his church out of the 
wilderness,- with her gifts and graces 
and restoring her judges as at the first. 
God hath chosen the weak things of 
this world to confound the wise, and. 
with them he will rend your 'kingdom^, 
thai Iho wisdom o( your wise men may 
perish, and the, understanding of yanr 
prudent men may be bid. The cry of 
the Saints is ascending into the cars of 
the Lord of Sabaoih for -Ephrahm— 
The horns of Joseph are begiaing to 
push the people together. The apos- 
tles of the J^amb of God are bearing the 
keys of his kingdom- on the shores of 
Europe Yea and 'the mighty Captains 
of the ships at sea, are receiving iho 
gospel ttf- Jesus Christ; and enjoying 
its power, ari$ the call of many fvonY 
distant Islands* has already > entered 
our ears; O oomo and preach to us, 
we have sent a book of Mormon oyer 
the billows- of the great deep, to teach 
those lhat aro at sea, And the word 
aw work m ! o propelled by tho^arm of 
"■JEHOVA*. And the weapon that h \ 



formed "against Zion shall mon be 
broken. And he that raises his puny 
arm against it, is fighting against God 
and shall soon mourn because of his 
loss. We say these things "are-true as 
God liveth, and the Spirit beareth rec- 
orded the record is true, and ven- 
geance will be speedily executed upon 
an* evil work in these last days^thete- 
fore, O Babylon thy fall is sure, 

Although wo have not 'baptized but 

few on these Islands* yet there is hun- 
dreds believing and many are_almost 
ready to enter into the -kingdon\ the 
colls are numerous from thc_ neighbor- 
ing Islands, and' also from the main 
land, for us to come and preach unto 
them, and tell them words whereby 
they may he saved from the pending 
judgments that await the world. There 
arc fifteen or Ivfcnty neighboring Islands 
that arc inhabited, some of them con--- 
tain a population of several -thousand. 
And, white the fields are, white, we 
view the harvest great in this catmtBy: 
and the laborers few, And while we 
are faithfully laboring dajTand night 
for the salvation of his pcoplej^ve ask 
an in '.crest in your prayer s, O ye 
Saints of the most Jjigh God. O yc 
elders of Israel will ye not go forth in- 
to the jincyard and help wind up the 
scene of this generation which sits in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. 
O ye ministers of our God, if we alto- 
gether hold our peace at this time, shall 
we not sihJcHoss when the Lord raises 
up^ dclivcrance\unto Israel. But for 
Zioirs sake let m not hold our peace, 
and for Jerusalem's sake let us not rest 
until the light thereof go forth as bright- 
ness and sajvation as a lamp thatVurn- 
cth.~ - 

That wc all may keep, the patience 
and faith of the Saints and see that no 
man take our crown, is the prayer of 
vour brethren in the Lord Jesus, 

/ VvlLLFORD WOODRUFF, 

f JpIfNATHANJLHALE. 

Oar readers will notice that the fol- 
lowing from elder Kimball, was intended 
for a private letter to his wife, conse- 
quently it was. not expected by him to 
be placed before the public; but as El- 
der Kimball is like ourselves* a man 
that delights in plainest and is not 
skilled in the art of daubing with un- 
tempered mooters y \ve have taken the 
liberty to givo.it publicity almost en* 
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life* that , the saints jmay have the long 
desired iMonmXmn f that the standard 
of truth is hoisted on the Eastern con- 
..4tfieotf &ad hundreds are already enlist- 
mg umder the blood stained banner of 
lamwotieis even him who once trod in 
the same path that our beloved breth- 
ren who are laboring in England are 
now pursuing, L e. "and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them*" — 
JUo/» 11:5. W : e feel thankful in very 
cfaed that God is no fespecter of per- 
sons* — Ed. 

Presion $ Lancashire, Eng* Sept. 2 1887 
Mt dear Companion, 

% 1 take this op- 

portunity to % he a few lines to you, 
to Set you know I am in the land of the 
living, I am a pilgrim on the earth, 
mud a stranger in a strange land far 
'from my homeland among those that 
seek my life l^pause I preach the truth 
mud those things' that will save their 
lives in the day of tribulation. On the 
18 of July we landed in Liverpool in 
the forenoon* I had peculiar feelings 
wlteawe laaded 8 the Spirit of God bur- 
ned in my breast; and at the 
sime ! time *1 felt to covenant 
before 6od f to live a new life, and to 
pray that the Lord would help me to 
do' the mtm* We remained there 
thf»d&y$i resting our bodies: on sat- 
wdhy the 22 we took coach for Pres- 
ton$ the distance '31 miles, we arri- 
ved thereat four in the afternoon. 

Alter we had unloaded our things, 
Br. Fielding had gone to see his broth- 
er, and Br* Goodson had gone to get 
bdglijp} all at onee I looted up, there 
was m large Hag before $m $ with large 
gilded letteri written thereon, 
"TRUTH WILL PREVAIL" we said 
Amen, so let it be Lord; the same eve« 
ning 9 one of the clergy tfesired an in- 
Mrwmw with m* ESderg Hyde and 
6#ddaoo f and myself wfpt to see him* 
conversed- with him and &»e Mr, Wat- 
son until about, ten, in the evening, 
when we retired to our LodgingOHe 
Best morning we agreed to go and 
hear him' preach*, '*e did so; w after h§ 
got through* ha gave out an appoint- 
meat for . ona of ua at three in , the af- 
ternoon, it felt to my lotto preach first; 
I -Sfiake upon the first principles of the 
gospel, and wkat the Lord wm doing 
ifNhese last days? it, caused the people 
p<hmm m me; afte* I got thffiugh, Br* 
By cte hom ^stimony aod many receiv- 



ed our testimony, for they date their con- 
viction back to that jtime. The Rev. Mr, 
— —gave out another appointment* at 
half past seven, Br* Goodson preached^ 
and Br, Fielding bore testimony after 
him 5 and it .came with power, he then 
gave another appoiBtmen! for Wed- 
nesday evening, Br. Hyde preached** " 
and there seemed to be anany that re^ 
joiced, that the Lord had sent his ser- 
vants to preach to them. The Rev. 

Mr, closed his doors against us^ 

and found fault with us because we 
fat Id forth the order of baptism* said 
we agreed we would not *old forth 
these things* this was not so* for we 
did not ask him for his house, but we 
prajed that the Lord would open his 
heart to let us preach in it and so he 
did, and we gave God the glory. Af- 
ter this there were private doors open- - 
ed for us to preach ; we had two or 
three meetings every night* and many 
began to bear testimony of the truth 
of the things which we de^v 
claredj and desired to be^ bapiised^ 
Eight days after we arrived at Preston? 
nine presented themselves for baptism^ 
and I was appointed to baptise, on sun- 
day morni&g, and Br. Russel was ap- 
pointed to preach in the market place 
at half past two in the afternoon ;' this 
was concluded upon on Saturday eve- 
ning, and we retired to bed as usual.— 
A singular circumstance occurred be- 
fore morning, which I will quote from 
Br. Hydes journal, as he wrote it down? 
he commences as follows, "Elder Rus- 
sel wis much troubled with evil spirits 
and came into the room where Elder 
Kimball and myself were sleeping, and 
desired us to lay our hands on him t 
ancfrebuke the evil spirit: I arose upon , 
the bed, and Br* Kimball got upon th& 
floor and I sat upon the ted; we laid 
our hapds on him, and .^brbther Kim- 
ball rebjiked and prayed for him but 
just before he had finished his prayer,* 
his voice faltered, and his mouth was 
shut, and he began to tremble and 
real to and fro, and fell on the floor 
like a dead man, and uttered a deep 
groan? I immediately seized Mps by 
the shoulder, and lifted him ,up, being 
satisfied that the devils were exceding 
angry because we attempted to cast 
them out of BrXRussel, and they made 
a powerful attempt upon Elder Kimball 
as if to dispatch him at once f they 
struck , hjjQjgenseless and he fell to the 
floor! Br. Russel and myself then laid 
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nut hands on Elder Kimball, aud rebu- 
Iced the evil spirits, in the name of Je* 
bus Christ | and immediately he recov- 
ered his strength m part, so as to get 
up; the sweat began to roll from him 
raoft powerfully/ and he was almost 
u wet as if he had been taken out of 
the water, we could very sensibly hear 
the evil spirits rage and foam out their 
shame, Br. Kimball was quite weak 
for a day or two after; it sepms that 
the devils are determined to destroy us, 
•and prevent the truth from being de- 
clared in England/ 1 The devM was 
mad because 1 was a going to bapttEe, 
■and he wanted to s<leptroy me, that^i 
should not do those things the Lord 
seat me to do. We had a great strug- 
gle to deliver ourselves from his hands; 
when they left Br. Russel they pitched 
tlpon me, and when they left me they 
tell upon Br* Hyde; for we could hear 
them gnash their teeth upon us. — Eight 
days after we got here? we held a -coun- 
sel: Br. Goodson and Br. Richards, 
went to Bedford: elders Russet and 
Snider, went North t about one hundred 
miles: eider Hyde, and priest Fielding 
stayed at Preston, it is a large place; 
there is betwixt fifty and sixty thou- 
Band inhabitants; and the most poor 
-people that I ever saw. There ^are 55. 
mow baptized, and it is as mueh as 
they can do to live, there is not more 
than one or two that could lodge us 
over night if they*$hould try§ and in 
fact there are some that have not a bed 
to sle&jron themselves! and this is the 
situation of most of the people In this 
plaee^and it is so in the country ; we 
cannot travel the streets without, meet- 
ing beggars half naked, this gives me 
feelings that I do not like, / 

We have iolive quite shorty' but the 
brethren are very kind to^us^ffaey are 
willing to divide with us the list they 
have, they are quite ignorant J many of 
them cannot read a word and it needs 
great care to teach them the gospel so 
that they can understand; the people 
here are bou*vj down under priestcraft 
in a manner i never saw before: they 
have to pay tithes to the priests of every 
tenth they raise; so that they cannot 
lay up one centf they are in the same 
situation the children 'of Israel were 
in Egypt: they have theyr taskmasters 



over the y 

be as gn.. 

people, h.- 

There < 



-"hind them down; it will 

miracle to deliver this 

as the children of Israel 

% great many- believing 



ing in Preston? we are baptising almoin 
every day. The Rev* ^fr.— — is lflcato 
lose all his members* and the pribfti 
are mad, but the} are afraid of ustwl 
durst not come near us, ~\ 

You stated in your letter that mtm 
of the"twelve were coming to England 
next spring, and you say they mi® mh> 
culating to bring their wifes with them; 
this I have no objections to 9 but If tbty 
come they had better bring money to 
support themselves; I ffaittk they, "had 
better take up with Br, Josephs advi^ 
and leaire their wffes at home* for if 
they bring them here? they will repent 
the day they do it, I do not wish to 
bring my wife to this place to sufler f tf 
theytould see the misery that I do %sj 
would not think of such a thinff^Htha 
Savior say§f/*he that is not jrilKngto 
leave father and motherland "wife 
and children, brothers and sister^ hoy* 
seg and lands for my sake and the gos- 
pel, are not worthy of me ,y? We have 
had our own hired house* since wa 
have been here, and bought our own 
provisions; we do not eat but erne meal 
at home, for the brethren invite us to 
eat dinner and supper with them. 

You stated that our brethren thought 
of appointing a conference in England 
next spring, but we know nc^ what 
will happen before that time; we know 
not how long we shall be here; if we 
come home next summer* we shall 
come before they can get here. The, 
Lor&a&yex'.'take ho thought for the 
morrow^ uh$ this is the way 1 feel at 
present, I commit myself into his hands, 
that, L may always be ready to go at 
his command; I desire to to content 
with whatever situation I am placed 
in* 

The 2nd week after I came here* a 
minister's daughter came in . where 1 1 
was, and I commenced preaching fo 
her the words of life, she seemed 



listen wiih great attention to me; I told 
her I was going to pre&ch in the eve- 
ning, she said she would come and 
heat me ? she did so ? and the next night 
she came again ? and the next morning 
shh sent for me to come and baptise 
her; accordingly I w^tit and baptised 
her; this was on friday morning, and 
on Saturday she started for home: the 
wanted me to come to her &tfaar v a 
house, for she thought her father would 
open his chapel for me to preach in;'I 
told her if there was a door opea ? 1 
would come. She appeared- very in&rt* 
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agents and I have sinfcc learned, that 
ihe was a person of grcat^ influence in 
the place where she lives, which is cal- 
led Walkerford, * about fifteen miles 
from Preston* I saw her into the 
coach? and she desired that I would 
pray forhcr ? and her fa* v ^r, that his 
heart might be ..oftened, tl it he migK 
not find fault Arith her. 1 bade I ci 
farewell, went home a' ray lodging 
and found Br* Hyde., and Ficldir.g, 
ar.d told tlJbni what I had done; and 
that I waited to call on the Lord, and 
ask him to soften her fathers heart, 
that he might open his chapel for me 
to preach &c.vJThen we bowed before 
the Lord, and we were agreed in ask- 
ing for these things, the next week, 
I received a letter from her father, re- 
questing me to come to his house on 
Saturday as he had given out for me 
to preach three times on the next Sab* 
bath, I accordingly went, he received 
me very kindly: I preached in his 
eh^pel seven times,- stayed there nine 
or ten days; and preached thirteen 
times, and the Lord was with me, and 
I baptized eight; and almost every one 
that came to hear, believed. The 
Rev* Mr* R. lias preached here 33 
years* he b a Presbyterian. It caused 
old to marvel ^p see how the Ltird is 
able to turn the hearts of the people: 
Mr* R. did not receive my testimony, 
but the Lord softened his heart, that he 
might gather out his saints. 1 never 
was treated better |iny where than by 
them ? while I was there, ^ the Lord 
warned me in a vision to go back to 
Preston for 1 was wanted there; the 
Lord is with me, and warns mn of al- 
^ mdsf every thing before hand, Walk- 
erford is but two miles from the Catho 
lie college the most of the people here 
are Catholics they have threatened my 
life, but this does not scare me, for the 
Lord is with mo, and you know that 
perfect love casts out all fear, I feel 
firm in the Lo^d, I never enjoyed my- 
self better than I do now? and it is so 
with brother Hyde and all the breth- 
ren. # . * * -* * # 
Brothers, Goodson and Richards', 
t weoHo Bedford, and Mr^ Matthews re- 
X ceivedtheir t^timony and exhorted 
his people to. do the same, and set a 
time to go forward , and. be baptized; 
and when. the time come, he was mis- 
sing and did not come. He had turn- 
ed ajpJmt the v^ork; and been bapti- 
zed by Goma of their Ministers; and^is 



now. preaching repentance and baptism 
for the remit, ion of sins; and calling 
on his members to' be baptized He 
has written a letter to the Re?. Mr. 
— — at Preston, and says that the 
best of his people have left him. The 
last we Iicaru irom the brethren there? 
they had baptized twelve. 

Br. iVussel a^ld Snider that went 
North, we have not had the particu- 
lars from. We iiavg, preached in the 
streets the most of the time, until our 
lungs are injured much, we have large 
congregations to hear, and the hous^p 
are very small in this place/ 

We have had the Cock-pit to preach 
in, two Sundays once a day, and next 
sunday we have the privilege of preach- 
ing in it twice; it will hold six or sev- 
en hundred people. . 

Sept. 6, lam now going down to 
Walkerford to visit that little branch.— 
There is a great and affectual door o- 
pened there, 1 had many calls in dif- 
ferent places, and so it is here in Pres- 
ton, more than we can attend to; and 
they are calling for us in the enuntry : 
Br. Hyde and myself went out ten 
miles last week, and preached twice 
we had as many as could hear* us.- — 
They had a shock of an earthquake 
here a [ew years ago, but they say it 
was nothing compared to this t the people 
find mueh-fault, and threaten us much? 
because wc get their best members § we 
tell them all we want is the wheat 

1 cannot tell you much on one sheet of 
paper, but I shall wrjte again in about 
three weeks from the date of this s you 
must forgive me my dear Vilate, that 1 
have been so negligent about writing 
toyou, but I will not do so again. 1 
felt much gratified with the news you 
wrote in your kind letter; I had many 
sorrowful hours thinking of the things 
in Kirtland: it has been my prayer ev- 
er since J left, that a reconciliation 
should take place. I feel contented 
abrut you 1 know the Lord will tak$ 
care of you, and preserve you till I 
come home; and feed you, and clothe 
you, and the dWIdrcru And he will 
take care of me;. give me your prayera, 
and you shall have mine; be A faithful 
my dear companion, our labours will 
soon be over, when we shall meet to 
part no more forever. I am glad yon 
have sister Fielding with you* 1 hope 
she will stay with you till I come homo. 
Tell William and Hellen and Heber to 
be good children, and pray for me, my 
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loveto'all anquiring^ friends; write 
when you receive this, and let Mb 
sheet be an example for you, this to my 
dearest friend, * 

HEBER KIMBALL. 
Yilate Kimball. 



I 



Tere Haute, la. Oct 13th, 1837. 

Brotm&IDon C, Smith, 

Dear Sie: 

Having arrived 
here last evening in a heavy shower of 
mia«. and calculating to pursue our 
journey on the morrow, I thought I 
would occupy part of the day, in wri- 
ting & few lines to you for the Journal 

This place is about live hundred 
crsiles from Kirtland, and about half 
.way from Kirtland to the city of Far 
West; which makes the distance from 
Kirtland to the Far West, one thou- 
sand miles. 

Part of the way the roads were ex- 
ceedingly good, and part of the way, 
were as bad as they could well be. — 
The immence travel on the national 
•foad is incredible, and this compo- 
sed of all classes, and descriptions 
of character. Here indeed you may 
a^e the rich and the poor, the noble 
and ignoble, alf traveling together a- 
long the same way; just like they have 
to- the grave, the common lot of all. 

I observed as I passed through QJiio, 
tfeat there was quite a diversity of l»oth 
soil and timber, some parte of Ohio 
through which wc passed, I think i» 
not surpassed in any part of the coun- 



pointcd, not finding the country Mgotfl 
r.s I expected from report. 

There are a multitude of viitegM 
springing up on the national ?oad s fi 
which Richmond, lrjdiMi&polist ? &ad Tit 
re Haute are principle, of the^e tiu&e, 
I should consider Richmond quite ift 
advance of the others* IndianapoJiii 
the seat of government, ia a village 0C 
considerable size; but the buildings W* 
generally small, many of them from 
one, to one story and a half high* un$ 
very few excel two storys . high*— 
The greater part of the houses nm 
wood. — The town is built on the east 
side of White river: the situation is pies- 
ant, and would admit of a city of the 
largest size. 

This vilagc (Terchaute) is shuttled 
on the east side of the wabasb, which 
is a beautiful rrvor, and flows majesti- 
cally along the west side of the village. 
The steamboats ascend the river to 
ibis point. The village is situated on 
a wide spreading prairv of exceeding" 
ly rich soil, and the surface is level* 
and presents a sublime prospect? to the 
eye of the traveler as he comes from 
the east. From where the national 
road enters the prariy; it is about three 
miles to* the river, where the village 
stands, 

The prices of land on the national 
road is astonishing; take it at any point 
you will, and you will find, the wild 
land, from twenty to thirty dollars per 
acre; while the improved land, is from 
fifty to a hundred, according to the 
situation and improvements. 

No thinking mind can travel through 



try, for fertility of soil, beauty of at- 
traction, and splendor of improvements, ( 

I have not, as yet, to this point 1 seen j lhc country, and observe the ways of 

anything to equal it [ man anrI things, without deep reflection* 

Through Indiana, there is a much In passing along you will see wealth, 

.greater uniformity of-jsoil, timber, and beauty, and. digancc, flowing in a} 



surface, than in 01no,4> mean in the 
parts through which we passed. From 
the time we crossed the state line, until 
say within 12 or 15 miles from this 
place,, there is a uniformity in soil, 
timber, and surface, that amounts to a 
dull monotony in the eye of the obser- 
ver. The timber is principly beech 
and maple. The surface is very flat; 
a»d the soil not above second quality, 
if it would be considered of that qab 
ity 

Indiana as far as I have traveled 
through it? until i came within a lew 
miles of this place, does not justify 4ho 
general report which has been given of 
it; a< leasts I confess that I wag disap- 



richness, and the next minute, you 
will see poverty, want, and wretched- 
ness, praying like a vulture, upon the 
happiness of their subjects. The 
wretchedness and sufferings which a« 
bound in jnany habitations makes 
the heart sicken, and throws a gloomi- 
ness over the spirit of the philanthro- 
pist. 

A person who is acquainted with the 
purposes and work of God in the laat 
clays, by traveling only increases his 
desiro, ( that the great work of God may 
bespoadily accomplished; for the amel- 
ioration of the world depends iniirely 
on the accomplishment of tho purpo- 
ses of God. For this cause ? the inteU 
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Jgant saint earnestly desires the gath~ 
ering.ofthe elect; to be completed; 
thattfae seene of wretchedness may 
mm in the world, and the remainder of 
Ma may have/rest 

For^ however flourishing we may 
ft^tire to ourselves js the condition of 
this or any other country, the repre- 
testation is always partial, it is never 
universal. For amid the glory of our 
greatest prosperity, there are thou* 
§ands t yea tens of thousands* of our 
mm suffering grief and woo, that 
would melt the stoutest heart* if it 
would but stop to reflect 

There are many scenes which ex- 
hibit themselves' iu traveling through 
the western settlements* which are 
painful to behold| multitudes of little 
ehildren clothed in rags, deprived of all 
the advantages of good society, with 
a bare subsistence, and that of the 
courses! kind, their fathers are in ma- 
ny instances indolent! and do not 
make the provision necessary for their 
wants* and at the time when they 
ought to be receiving their education, 
they are deprived of all advantages, 
and grow up uiader circumstances cal* 
culated to deprive them of many privi™ 
leges, and the enjoyments of societj in 
its mere refined state. 

I mm convinced of the great advan- 
tages there are in ^tiling any new 
country, to do it by colonizing* It en- 
ables the settlers, to obtain the comforts 
of life sooner, to establish schools, erect 
smehieneryi and colonies uniting in 
good faith* could soon have as many 
advantages as the elder settlements; 
while those who attempt to settle re- 
mote legions by individuals; accor- 
ding to the usual plan, is attended with 
the sacrifice of almost every comfort of 
life, and during the life time of the first 
@ettlera f if not longer: you shall hear 
from use again. 

yours as even 

. SIDNEY RIGDON. 



EL'DEBS' JOUilAL, 



New York, Oct. 3, 1887, 
IMa% Beothee, I take this opportu- 
ty to wrtet that your readers may 
know how the kingdom of God is rol» 
ling forth in these parts. Since my 
arrival in thin city August 5th I have 

C-*ohed in three of their chapels, on 
rd three of their vessels, in several 
of their privftlf houaesrandono?ilk the 
ship yard? to a erotided and respecta- 
Mo Mdkaco who listened with profound 



attention, while we baptized four p^ 
sons in east river, towards the upper 
end of the city. It has been with nrach 
exertion that tho truth has taken root 
in this city, but at length, the Spirit of 
the Lord is beginning to manifest it 
self in mighty power and showing that 
he is able to do hii« own Work On last 
Sunday eve while preaching at the 
house of a good old Cornelious wb 
had not yet obeyed the gospel, but wa$ 
seeking and believing, while I yet 
spake he was carried away in a vision 
and saw the two Hticks ? representing 
the two books and the light and glory 
of God shining around them: to this 
he arose and testified^ in the power of 
the Spirit and immediately spake ja 
tongues & interpreted the same, speak- 
ing of the two record^ and of the rem- 
nant of Joseph antK how they would 
soon come to the knowlege of the truth 
and nearly all present believed and glo. 
rifled God, and several are intending 
to obey the ordinance. The gift of 
healing is also beginning to be enjoyed 
here in some degree, aa$ we are now 
preaching daily. On last eve we had 
two of the Oampbellite preachers to 
hear us; they expressed much satisfac- 
tion and a desire to hear more there is 
a society of them in this city. Mr. Jo- 
seph Wolsf, a Jew f who has journeyed 
through all parts of the old worlds from 
Palistine to Irgm, for many years In 
search of the ten tribes, has at length 
come to America to learn the origin of 
the Indians, He came to this city a- 
bout the time I did and commenced 
lecturing to immense crouds of peo-\ 
pie; you may see his lectures in the 
public prints, and they are precisely 
what we believe and teach* as for as 
prophecy & its fulfillment isconceraedg 
that is as far as he goes^ I have had 
two interviews with him and have told 
him concerning the finding the record 
and the rise of the church keeping 
nothing back. lie seemed exceedingly 
interested, not only ijrthe record'butlE 
the prophecies of t^e old testament 
concerning Joseph and Bphraim f 
which I opened to him, I finally made 
him a present of the book of Mormon 
which he promised to read attentively 
and he also took the Name and rest* 
dence of brother Smith, and probably 
will call on him in Kirtl&nd soon, and 
i( he does I hope he will preach a few 
discourses in the house of the Lard f 
for be assured, he will greatly confirm 
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the truth of prophecy and its fulfillment; 
Being acquainted with the things of the 
East, he informs ma tfapt there are 
people in the confines of Russia who 
mm called Gog and Magog to this day, 
and that ihe chief prince 6f Mesheck 
and Tubal # (Tobolsk) is no less, than 
the Emperor of Russia; In short his 
earning and his manner of preaching 
is but another evidence that the pre- 
paratory work has commenced upon all 
Ihe face of the earth for the gathering of 
his people. The following is one of 
his visions which he has suffered to be 
published in the papers in this city* 
which is truly a striking picture of the 
state of things as they will by and by 
esistin Jerusalem* He says being 
greatly cast down in my mind concern- 
ing the Jews,! was all at once carryed a- 
way in the Spirit and set down in the 
midst of Jerusalem (which is to be 
s*ebutlt) & I saw Jesus and Abraham? 
Isaac? and Jacob, & others walking the 
streets in their glorified bodies, and 
as they passed by the daughters of Je- 
rusalem devoutly looked out of the 
window as Jesus approached and ex- 
claimed, the Tabernacle of Godjs now 
with men, Some of the saints were 
looking about and said who are these 
ships coming from a distance as doves 
lo their windows and others answered 
these are stfalps of England, and the 
vision closed* Besides our labours in 
.this city I have been to Providence and 
Boston* and from thence to Hollistoji, 
Mass. where I gave a course of lectures 
in the Town house, the building was 
decently full at first, but the congrega- 
tion continued io increase insomuch 
that some put; ladders to the windows 
and listened from without by climing to 
Ihe second story. I baptised , two 
persons in Holliston, and I think many 
mom will come forward soon, indeed 
the work must be firmly rooted pi the 
minds of many in that placet" judging 
from the attention of the people who 
listened with intense interest through 
a regular course of Instruction, Be- 
sides other labors, Lbave in two months 
past written 210 pages, which with the 
assistance of Eld. ^lijah^Fordham who 
has teen laboring faithfully with me* 
is now issuing from the press and the 
first will be bound and ready for sale to 
morrow or next day, three .^Thousand 
copies are printed,, it is eotitlelt A 
Voici: or Wa&niw? 'gnd Instkuction 
^Ste Ezekiel S3 ehup* i '*•' J| 



_ f 

to all people containing a declaration 
of the iaith and doctrine of the church 
of Latter day Saints commonly called 
Mormons. It contains in 'sfrdft the 
principles which we wish to teach the 
world as to prophecy and doctrine* 
opening the prophecies in a clear* con- 
clusive, and intelligent manner* and so 
simple that all may understand* It' 
contains eight chapters exclusive of 
preface, and appendix. The first is on 
prophecy already fulfilled, the second 
on prophecy yet future, the third is on 
the kingdom of God, the fourth on 
the book of Mormon* and origin of the 
Indians, the fifth, a proclamation* the 
sixth on restoration of all thinjgs* th 
seventh on the dealings of God with all 
nations in regard to revelation* the 
eighth is entitled a contrast between 
the doctrine of Christ and the falsa 
doctrines of the nineteenth centuiy«r~ 
But I will Immediately forward you a 
copy from which you will feel at liber- 
ty to extract such portions as you sea 
fit, for your valuable paper. 

P. P. PRATT. 
D. C. Smith. 



Orange, Oct. 2* 1837. - 
Be. Smith, , 

The following correspon- 
dence between myself and Wm* Hay- 
don, the champion of the Campbellitas 
in this quarter, passed last fall and fi- 
nally resulted in a two day oral debate* 
I forward you the letters* and if yon 
think they will be of any benefit* to 
your readers* they are at your disposal. 
At the end of the letters I subjoin a 
recapitalation of the debate in a very 
concfee manner, as a synopsis of the 
whole would be quite to lengthy for 
publication in your'paper. 

STEPHEN BURNET. 



: Orange, 0. Nov. 1% 1887, 
Elder Hayden 

Dear sir, a few Sabbaths 
since I was long and attentively listen- 
ing to you upon the subject of miracles 
as recorded in the Holy scriptures* 
one to me of deep interest v ^ 

With the rm^t part I was well pleas** 
ed* but thete"were some ideas mdfmn» 
ced which yftu scarcely attempted to 
prove. No opportunity was given if 
fearing I might trespas upon the pre- 
rogatives of others by^xeqijettfng -* the 
privilege* I forbore making apy re- 
marks at that time. ) 

This willl* a sufficient apology for 



www.LDTM.org 



m 



ELDERS' JOURNAL. 



mj letter to you, as'the subject of re- 
Kgion^is one infinitely more important 

■ than any other, of which we can speak, 
& one in which all are, or ought to be 
'concerned, so it demands our most se- 
rion.s consideration* and as there is a 
divei^ily of opinions upon this subject 
i am s.ificitous to examine the evidence 
for the fn.ith of others being always 
ready myself to give a reason of the 
hope that id wirliisi me. Although I 
am under the necessity from the vene- 
ration 1 have tor the ancient gospel & 
apostolic orderbf the church of dissen- 
ting from you upou some cardinal 
points, briefly noticed by you in the 
dtseoutseitrferred to, yet it is with 
the best of feelings I take my pen to 

_ notice them, you quoted mark 16; 17, 
^Hhese signs shall follow them that be- 
Hew" # # expressed your surprise that 
way m&& would maintain that these 
should follow the believer, he at the 
same time professing to believe & ac- 
knowledging the signs do not follow 
him. Perhaps^ I too might censure 
such a man for his inconsistency, if 1 
had not met with so many who profess 
to believe the gospel, but when requir- 
ed to acknowledge its precepts, would 
rather deny its validity* But what 
were they required to believe, or what 
did those believe who the signs did fol- 
low: They credited and "acknowledged 
there, the testimony of the apostles 
concerning the death, burial & resur- 
rection of Jesus of Nazareth, they also 
believed? if they repented and were 
baptised for the remission of sins they 
would receive the gift of the holy- 
, Spirit 

The Jews at Jerusalem on the day of 
pentecost f evidently understood what 
they were to receive, as there was but 
one holy Spirit, they had nothing els;e 
to expect but the same which was sh^d 
forth upon the apostles and which th|y 
a*tirand(hea*<L. fhe Samaritans rje- 
ceiwd the mm® Acta 8: 17* as did also 
the -twelve dbaptes ut Ephesus, Acts 
19 j ff, through laying cm of Paula hands. 
The same feH upon the house of Cor- 
nelia ewea aa upon the apostles at the 

■ fifct (day oftpeRtgcost) and it producpi 
. tto mm^ aifecta. This Ms ttvarSpyr- 

itvbicb' Gad said by lie mouth of the 
ppipfaet kx&i be would pour but upon all 
flesh in &@ last days. It was the same 
~~hy which, the prophet Agabus • predic- 
ted tN death which came to passlir the 
depart Ctaudiw Caesar, -and- testified 



to Paul that the Jews would bind him 
at Jerusalem. L 

Jt was the same also in which PJiil* 
lp was caught away from the Eunoeh to 
Azotas, and it was the same into which 
the whole primitive church was bapti- 
sed and no other Spirit of God or ho- 
ly Spirit is known in the new testa* 
ment. Can we then regard him ab^ 
lieverin the ancient gospel who daei 
not believe as the ancients did* and are 
not those who ^believe they must re- 
ceive the holy Spirit before they mm 
worthy of baptism, and those who te- 
lle ve it subsequent to it, but something 
different from that which the first chris- 
tians received equally unbeliever^ 
with those who do not believe the holy 
Spirit is for any, in our day? But if it 
can be proven that the promise of the 
holy Spirit is no part of the gospel* 
then I must admit there may be believ- 
ers in it in the nineteenth century f 
who do not believe as the first cBsciptei 
did, In the days of the apostles bap- 
tism was for remission of sius ? the lay- 
ing on of hands was for the gift of the' 
holy Spirit, and the. elcharist wm to 
show forth the Lords death till he come* 
If baptism is now for remission why 
not the laying on of hands for the gtf| 
of the Spirit but i( we can obtain w&*~ 
Spirit without the laying on haad% 
why not obtain remission with- 
out baptism? Paul in enumerating 
the principles of the doctrine of Cfamt 
in the sixth of Heb. places atBoagst 
them the imposition of hands* Faiths 
repentance, baptism for the rembeion 
of sins* and the laying on of hands for 
the gift of the holy Spirit, with signn 
following those who believe* was than 
the gospel which th^ apostle^fpreaehed^ 
of which Paul said| if we or mm angel 
from heaven preacfi any other? ^Aim 
be accursed. But/you said there tad 
been no miracles gince the days of til* 
apostles, I think this sentence mu^t in- 
advertantly escaped from yo^sr lip% 
as it can be shown from good author- 
ity that miracles did joot cease in the 
first century and even Mr. A* Campbell 
although diametrically opposed - to the 
continuance of miracles, admits they 
did not wholy disappear with the apos- 
tles* *You very briefly noticed the 
subject of spiritual gifts, as they ap- 
peared in. the first christian church* 

Those gifts you said* had now dis- 
appeared for the reason that the pur- 
pose or end for which they were gi*M 
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'had teen faccomplisded, tfiis put pose, 
1 agme with you, was the perfection 
of the church; those gifts which I also 
ngree were only in part/ were to be 
thm away when that which was perfect 
wtiCOiBO* You remarked you were 
loo inteligent to believe the church was 
bow perfect, but it had been and would 

t be again, but did not inform us when* 

If the church has ever approximated 

nearer perfection than it was in the 

days of the apostles, or if its. rnqmbcrs 

have ever been more perfect lhan Paul 

wm f when he wrota his first letter to 

the Corrinthians, 1 have that fact yet 

/ to loam, But, let us hear Paul a- 

; bout this matter* 

/ The common version reads thus:— 
And he gave some apostles and some 

.' prophets and some evangelists, and 

, some pastors and teachers, for the per- 
fecting ofyihe saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the bo- 
dy of Christ, till we all come in the u> 
aity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulneis of Christ, Bph, 4; 11, 12, 13, 
If then, those gifts were for the per- 
fecting of the saints and to remain un- 
til the saints become perfect, they were 
also to remain uatil there was no more 

v/> need of the work of the ministry, or of 
edifying the body of Christ, till the 
wWf efautah corae in the unity of the 
faith (which appears had not taken 
jfctaee at that time) and of the knowl- 
edge of the son of God (not the faith 
only) unto a perfect man, (not a child) 
unto the measure of the stature of 'the 
fulness of Christ I ask has the church 
#ver come to the fulness of Christ? or 
can it in this worldly It is certain any 
thing can only be full and if they could 
obteip that fulness in this world why 
dicTthe ancients seek a better country? 
why had Paul rather depart and be 
- with Christ, or why do we anticipate 
wy greater enjoyment! Paul speaks 
more fully upon that subject of spiritu- 
al gifte, in the twelvth chapter of his 
^ first letter to the Corinthians, although 
th©re is but one spirit, it imports dif- 
ferent gifts for the edification of the 
chun;h f for to one is given the word of 
knowledge by the spirit, instantaneous- 
ly & miraculously, yet his knowledge 
is not perfect, or rather he has not a 
kaowfiadge of every thing, consequent* 
ly $ his knowledge i$ only in part, to 
another is given by the same spirit the 
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gift of prophecy, that he may practice 
things yet in futurity; but this like the 
knowledge of the other, is only in p&ris 
and is to bo done away when thai 
which is perfect is come, The anaio* 
gy drajpi by Paul, in this chapter, be- 
tween the natural body and jhe church 
or body of christ, is perfect and very 
forcible, Those. different gifts anawar 
to the dissimilar members of the natuifii 
body, and as the body would be defec- 
tive without ail these members* so the 
church or body of christ would bo d^* 
ficient, without all those gifts* * 

If the whole church were apostles* 
without prophets, teachers, workers of 
miracles, or gifts of healing* it would 
be like the body of a man which was 
all a hand, without a foot, an eye, or 
an ear, incapable of walking, seeing^ 
or hearing; and the church without^- 
ny of those gifts, would be like the bo™ 
dy without any of the senses, Tho§® 
gifts, were also the means of preserv- 
ing union and concord in the church 
that there should be "no*~schismsui 
the body" but the members have the 
same care one for another. Thi» of- 
der of the church was established by di- 
vine authority; for Paul says f God pla- 
ced these gifts in the church, there to 
remain until the church becomes pei* 
feet, when there wll be no more mad 
of them, 

But you say the church has been p®f^ 
feet That is quite questionerbte m 
that which was to be, subsequent to the 
perfection of the church, has never yet 
become visible. At that time, nothing 
but charity was to remain, that is* tte 
love of Gbd, and will * continue in the 
bosSms of the saints in eternity. Th^i 
knowledge which was in part, was thek • 
to be ffupplaVrted by a knowledge of all 
things)* it jwas to disappear* being 0- 
verco^a^ of that, which was * greator f 
as the light of the moon, ■ vanishes 'be- 
before the sun shining in all bis hri^ 
liancy. j 

Now "says Paul, "I , kmmrfm partt 
but then shall I know as nim I mm 
known." Now we see through a glass 
darkly, (by faitlO but then (we ahall seo . 
God) face to face, Thett our faith * 
will be swallowed up in sight^ and mm 
shall s$e him as ho is. 

But you say the church hm hmm fm® , 
feet and it will be again. How did if 
become so? it must be by maatis of 
spiritual guts, for that was the pturpoti 
for which they were given* /. 
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If we adplitthe church lias once bc- 
eome perfect by means of spiritual 
gifts and has now become corrupt or 
tmper feet without them, can we con- 
sistently believe it will ever become 
perfect again without their being res- 
tored! Or are we now to expect the 
chinch will be made perfect in anoth^ 
« way? The apostle, in illustrating 
this subject to the Corinthians, com, 
pared their present imperfect state of 
the church to his childhoods showing 
thereby, that the church in its perfect 
dignity would as much excel] what it 
was then, as his knowledge in man* 
hood excelled that of infancy, for as he 
spake, understood and thought as a 
child in childhood, but put away these 
things when he became a man, 
so the church while it is imperfect, 
needs all those gifts, but will dispense 
with them when it becomes perfect 
or complete. And the reason why 
fheyeeise at that time, is ^expressed, 
because all see as they are seen and 
fcnow as they are known. There will 
therefore be no need of the gift of 
knowledge, or prophecy in part f for 
mil will know all things* There will 
te no need of healing, for there will be 
jpo mtk$ there will be no need of tongues* 
because all will understand one language 
nor of interpretation for the same 
reason* but charity will remain, and 
the church will be perfect But the 
query naturally arises in the mind 
of the enquirer, why do we not see 
those gifts %thbngst~ professing chris- 
tians! The' answer is at hand, becau- 
se of the aposiacy, they have departed 
from the faith, of this, theapostles war- 
ned toe disciples by telling then^the time 
would come when men would not en* 
dure muni doctrine* having a form of 
.godliiiessbut denying the power there- 
of* tPfae^e would be a falling away 
&e* at the same time putting them in 
reiEiniseace of what they had believed 
and -ashorting them to hold fast Jam- 
as counseled those to whom he directed 
ki§ gsneral epistle, if any were sick 
to call far the elders of the church, 
by AnsmBS* of whose prayers and an- 
^ointtngy they should be healed. Jude 
- ^m $ exhqrted his brethren to earnestly 
tiQfitend'for Omi faith which was pnee 
dalifwsd te ; the saints. Wo are A pre- 
texted with a rammary view of that 
faith and its afibcts, in the eleventh 
ehapf. Af Pauls epistle to thtf 'Hebrews, 
jfowprof^sihy-enristtans art not con* 



tenoing for that faith which stopped 
the mouths of Lions, quenched the vi- 
olence of fire, and those who were in 
possession of it, escaped the edge of 
the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong &c. &c« but are rather contend- 
ing against it 

Now sir, I close for the present* 
having already been more prolix than 
I anticipated, hoping these lines will be 
read in as kind a spirit as they have 
been written, and if you consider this 
letter worthy your notice. I shall ex- 
pect to hear from you soon* and shall 
be expectant to receive instruction > 
from one of yotir age experience and 
talent 

With sentiments of high 

respect I subscribe myself * 

your sincere friend & wellwisher, 
STEPHEN BURNET, 

Wm* HatOen. 



Solen t Nov. 24th f 1886, 

Me. S. Buknet. 

Sir f it was as pleas- 
ing as it was unexpected, for me to re- 
ceive from you a letter upon that which 
was the subject of the discourse alluded 
to, (viz*) miracles. And still better 
that you manifest so much good nature 
upon the subject and without request an 
answer, professing a willingness lo in- 
vestigate the subject 1 can answer 
you nothing give& me more pleasure, 
than to find a man honestly wishing to 
examine the scriptures, to know tnjrth 
divine, I find f compaiati?ely^few who 
are willing so to do. I have been wish 
ing for some time* p&st, to have an op-" 
portunity for a fair investigation of 
these matters with some compliant 
person, believing as you do, and I ho* 
ped.a few weeks ags^J should have 
the privilege as a Mr. Olney? formerly 
of Shalersvill invites m$ to visit Kirt- 
land, and finally prorated me two men 
to discuss with me in public, the subject 
of miracles &c. But whether J. Smith 
forbade it|*e measm% or whether he 
could obtain no persons to meet roe, or 
whether he,forgot his promise I know 
not, but at all ''eve hits the time has pas- 
sed by a number of weeks- since I was 
to have heard from him. Not that I 
love controversy for any other smke^ 
than xo ascertain and exhibit truth* 

And now I would prefer a parsons! 
interview, rather than the plan of 'wri- 
ting private letters, it being . : a subject 
of gene ml interest and with mil I am 
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quite slow- with a per^ For these rea- 
son! together with others* I shall not 
pretend to lake up all the items in your 
epistle* nor even t0 do justice to any 
oe8 of them. In the first place, pnd on 
your first page, you appear to suppose 
the ancient converts in order to baptism 
must not only believe that Josus is the 
Chrisf ? the son of God, but also com- 
prebend all about the Spirit you also ap- 
pear to me to set an improper criterion 
by which to determine whether a man 
believes the great fact or not The 
truth is the world has been preached 
out of common sense as respects reli- 

fion f inasmuch that with them it is 
ard telling whether a man is a believ- 
er, and that because they know not 
what it means to believe, the gospel, 

Henee^ with some, a man has not 
believed until he has repented, with 
others he is not to be considered a be- 
liever unless he has obeyed, and with 
you he is not a believer unless he can 
work miracles. If in this or any oth- 
er particular I mise hasten you, be as- 
sured it is because I misunderstand 
you* but as I understands and if sush 
be your meaning,. I am prepared lo 
show you are certainly wrong* Again 
as it regards the holy Spirit, you ap- 
pear to me not to understand the .office, 
or proper work ofthe spirit? nor Paul's 
abject in all he says about gifts, nor 
whathe means by the church facing per- 
fect If we can know what things are per- 
fectly rational^ there is nothing more, 
so than believing, loving God, enjoy- 
ing orpracticing religion. I mean to 
say tfiere is nothing miraculous in any 
of these things. Not that a man could 
believe that Jesus is the son of GocL 
hid no miracles been wrought: but 
whra the apostles wrought a miracle 
to prove the fact,' the beholder could 
believe it though he never wrought a 
miracle. The proof of the fact is one 
thing, the believing of it another* the 
former is a miracle* the latter is not 
The powers of the mind, act in the 
s&fi&e why in believing, this fact when 
proven | the difference is the man ? s 
faith depends on the fact he believes, 
and the evidence of it, not in the man- 
ner of believing „ it These things 
being* 00$ the criterion by which to de~ 
termise whether a|man believes is his 
own canciousneas, L e, to himself, & 
to others his confession; I must ask 
youtoshow that .the Spirit was ever 
given -a man to make bin believe! to 



increase his faith, or to make him en- 
joy religion* I insist, no man w&sev* 
er converted by a miracle, nor is a 
miracle to make a convert persever% 
for we do not believe miraculously, 
neilher do we serve God miraculous- 
ly. I feel abundantly able to show 
that the laying on of hands of the apo%* 
ties and others, was for other purpo- 
ses ? besides bestowing the Spirit or its 
gifts* I understand the apostles some- 
times confered the Spirit by laying on 
their hands t but none others ever did. 
It can be clearly shown, that the place 
where the church will be perfect is 
not in heaven or in the state triumph- 
ant, because Paul says then being no- 
longer children, tossed to and fro by 
every wind of doctrine, and cunning 
ceaftiness of men whereby they lie m 
wait to deceive &c. Now in heaven 
are no deceivers nor wind -of false doc- 
trine. I know I have not adduced 
much argument or scripture, for in 
fact I have not entered into the merits 
of tile subject My object in writing 
is rather to assure you of my readiness 
to afford the satisfaction desired, '"and 
, to suggest the propriety of. a personal 
inteaview, where others might be prof- 
ited; I shall be glad to hear from you- 
soon and if you are willing to proceed,. 
as I have suggested please let me know 
and we will then make arrangements 
as respects the time and marAe?. In 
the mean time I am your 

humble serveoi 
WILLIAM HAYDEN.'. 



Orange Vilh Dec. 1836. 

Elder Win. Hayden: — 

Sir, yours of the 
24 Nov. ervej* to hand two days after 
date. I was gratified to learn my letter 
met with so kind a reception* and I 
shall now proceed to examine a few 
items contained in yours* But* as yon 
have oot attended to the arguments of 
my first letter*/! shall aim at briefly in 
this, and wm for you to dispose of 'my 
first evidence before I advance more* 
You say I set an improper criterion by 
which to determine whether a man be- 
lieves the great fact or not* I proposed 
the query, can we regard him abeliev- 
eivtn the ancient gospel, who does not 
believe as the ancients did. This 
must be what you call an improper 
criterion. 

You say further, the proper criteria 
an by which to determine whether a 



14 



ELDEES 1 



tmm believes the t gospel or not, is to 
bitmelf,4ii8 own concience, and to oth- 
ers, his confession* 
r Bttt sir, how can this be, for you 
htTO just said, that with the world, it 
Wm hard telling whether they believed 
Che gospel or not, because thoy know 
not ^hat the gospel is. At the same 
time, ask them if they believe the gos- 
pel and they will readily answer in the 
affirmative* If«4hen a ra&n*s simple 
confession, is a correct criterion by 
which others may judge whether he is 
m believer or not, why do you say it is 
hard telling? 

The fact is, there is such a thing as 
a m&m deceiving, he may think he is 
believing the truth, when he is in an 
error. Was it not for this t your rea- 
soning would be logical This is de- 
monstrated by the experience of thou* 
Wads who were conscientious in caus- 
ing their children to pass through the 
Ire to Moloch* in being willingly crush- 
eft to atoms under the\car of jugger- 
nauts*, fearing their flesh with hooks &c. 
Se it » with the world of Christendom 
» in etar dayf they think they believe 
ike gospel, and will readily acknowl- 
edge it when in facMhey do not know 
wfeet the gospel is* therefore, cannot 

J Ian told 1 do not understand the 
#®seor proper work of the holy Bpirit* 
nor Paul's object in all he says )xbout 
gifts* and met ignorant concerning 
what he means by the church being 
perfect, t shall therefore quote your 
insttuction. If we can know what 
thing* .are perfectly rational, there is 
nothing than believing, loving God 0n- 
joyingoYpUWtieing religion. 

Now* 1 infer fiftitf* what you here 

mft ttet believing? lovittg God and 

^ pYfeetksiDg religion* is what Paul meant 

by the 'Cftftirch being perfect If so 

i$*y did he speak of that perfection as 

-Jfetto' oofee* for all t|ii& warf in the 

dtotQh already, and even hefoWjPauf 

; wm tonYtated. You also say it can be 

. sMwIyatowii thai -the place "wheitf the 

■ fita*ti| ; #ffi be perfect -is not in 'heav* 

»eK ! dt'-the state triumphant* because 

tart ttJP Mlhen being no longer chil- 

dtatly tmg&i to and fro, and carried a- 

ttafrVith-evefy wind'of doctrine by the 

iWighfof men. and cunning craftiness 

#a0^byttey lib m .wfcit to deceive," 

&c You add in heaven are no de~ 

e&frefs, mt mM of fake doctrine*™ 

K sw*d§&? ti*» flmm look at that sen- 



www.LDTM.org 

JOUANA'L. 

- — . — ^—^ . - — . — __ __ 

tence ajrun: you use the &d%*erb 
of tim? indefinite, in the place of henee- 
forth «»r time future, which very ma- 
terially alters the sense, or perverts' the 
true meaning of the j^sstge. As 
Chri t had ascended up on high ? led 
captivity captive and given gifts unto 
men, sn henceforth they were no iwe 
children, as they were when under Ae 
law, subject to be tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doe- 
trine, which was then in the world.-— • 
See Gal.. 4:8. also turn your eye to 
the 17th verse of the 4th chap, of Eph- 
where Paul says I testify that you 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
in the vanity 'of their minds. You db 
not suppose the apostle intended they 
should wait until the church becaige 
perfect before they left walking as oth- 
er Gentiles? 

I am interrogated to show mhere tie 
holy Spirit was ever given? a man to 
make him believe, to increase his faith? 
or to make him enjoy religion, To the 
first I answer, faith comes, by hearing 
and not by receiving the holy Spirit. — » 
The Spirit is not given the itifidel to 
beget faith, for the Savior has said "I 
will send you 'the comforter whom the 
world cannot receive." * 

In reply to the second, I answer in 
the words of the apostles "we are his 
witnesses and so is the holy Spirit^ 
which God hath given them that obey 
him. 1 * Acts 5:82. Whereof the Holy 
Ghost is a witness to us &c. Heb. 10: 
15. The design of a witness* is to 
give additional evidence* and this ttat^f^ 
ally increases the faith of the believer* 
In a court of justice, we may believe the 
prisoner innocent or guilty from heafi** 
ing a part of the evidence* but wh&m 
positive evidence* which" cannot be ita' 
peached is adduced, our faitA'is mlhh* 
lished, hence Paul says no man ean 
call Jesus Lord,1nit by the Holy Ghost. 

Theft-rat christians believed the "wri- 
tings of the apostles and they proifife^d 
them the gift of the holy Spirit, through 
obedience, 'and this- was a- wittoe^sto 
them & their faith was tacrMseA there- 
by. If they had not redsivfed' it their 
confidence would have been dimfojshed 
and they had'ire&son to question f|# 
validity of the apoatles* tedUriftoAyt-** 
As the magicians of ancient tithe* usttf 
to work miracles* so Mm' pr^pfc^li 1 
have done since the day a of CWiifr bat 
that the eaints might not be deceived* 
Jesus fulfilled his prams* m g4f tog ' 
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theni the holy Spirit As to your third 
in&erogmtivas perhaps* I do not fully 
understand yourmeaning, I shall there- 
for® not answer it correctly. 

The holy Spirit was a source of en- 
joyment to the saints* if this is what 
-you mean by enjoying religion I can 
adduce an abundance of proof to the 
point* 

fread in your letter that the apos- 
tles sometimes laid on hands for the 
gift of the Spirit, but that none others 
ever did* May I ask for what pur- 
pose Ananias laid his hands upon Saul. 
[To be continued.] 

.Elders' • JouriBal. 
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JWEPHjSMITH^a rr. Editor. 



KERTLANp, OHIO, 



OCTOBER, 1837, 



are in^hopeslhaFliuF patrons 
from seeing the Journal, close at the 
heels of the Messenger and Advocate, 
will take courage and forward us the 
ready; for they may be assured that if 
there is bo lack on their part? that the 
Journal shall at all times be forth com- 
sBgia its season without delay , and by 
so 'doing our readers can get the news 

before it gets cold. 

When our patrons are aware of the 
ftict 9< that on the old subscription, out of 
about 1500 subscribers, 4her^ is now 
between _800 and $1000 behind, they 
will not Tflame pur predecessors for 
being in the drag— a word to the wise 
is sufficient 



Minutes of a Conference of Elders 
jsnd*members of the Church of the Lai* 
iter'itoy Saints held in West Town- 
skip^Cdumbmna Co, O. Oct 8, 1837. 

The conference assembled at an ear- 
ly hour and after immersing two in the 
waters of baptism repaired to a mart 
house near the village qf Rochester.— 
Th# bouse vsfas called to Qnter by Elder 
J*. Cooper the presiding Elder' of the 
church in this place: thirteen . official 
members being present one high priest, 
eight elders, three priests & one teach- 
er, elder S. James was called to the 
chair and L.* Barns chosen Secretary t 
* Tlie conference opened with singing & 
prayer* elder -Cooper represented the 
church in this place consisting of 36 
members^ 6lder A.. Stanley represented 



sisting of 8 members iu good standing 
elder Weatherhy from Stgongsviito 
Medina co* said there were b\x mem? 
bers in that place in good standing* ^ 
Iloberson a priest from New Portage 
Medina co, said he believed there wer$ 
twenty members yet in that place in 
good standing, elder B. Winchester 
gave a short relation of his mission ill" 
the eastern-countries the past season in 
co* with J, Grant from which it app^r^ 
ed that he had traveled in the states of 
Pa. N.-Y. ,N V J, Delaware and 
Maryland, anl baptised twelve; he 
came through Beaver city he believed 
the church in that place numdered IS 
in good standing. 

Elder S. James gave quite an inter- 
esting account of his labours in- compa- 
ny with others in Harrison co v Ya„ 
He stated that the church in that region 
where he left numbered 71 mambers in 
good standing and the work of tha 
Lord in h very prosperous condition in 
Va. L. Barns made remarks concern- 
ing his mission frornVa. to this place 
and the prosperity of the cause^f right- 
eousness and the meeting cip^ed with 
prayer. 

Our public meeting commenced on 
Friday in the afternoon, and* continued 
until Sabath evening: our congrega- 
tions were respectable, solemn and M- 
tentive. Monday morning the chureh. 
(and others who felt disposed) cam^ 
together to fast and pray and receive 
instruction, and the Spirit of the Lord 
came down in power^ and seldom h&v^ 
the saints in the last days witnesa&d p 
more glorious time. It was a litltyfr 
pentecpst indeed: some spake in 1o6* 
gues ? and some prophecied, some in* 
terpreted, and some cried out as in 
former times, brethren what shall we 
do to be saved* Five treat forward 
Immediately and were baptised in the 
name of Jebus Christ for a rerinssien- 
iof sins. The prospect Here is good ? 
jand we trust the work is but just begun. . 
|0 may thd Lord roll^ Mis kingdotp in 
every land. The church in this place! 
now numbers forty five members, nine 
having been added at our CQnferenc# 
meeting. SAMUEL JAMES Chair. 
Lorenzo Baeks Clerk* 



Conference, 
A conference of elders and members 
of the church of Latter Day Saints, was 



held in Bath, Steuben county, NMr 
the church in S^ field Portage co. con- j York on the tenth of July lagk, BMer 
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L Grant, G. Snbw,,Bcnj. S. Wilber 
and Abrum Rose were present Ei- 
der J. Grant was called to the chair, 
mmd Benjamin's. Wilber was appoint- 
ed clerk* On the request and rcccom- 
tnessd of brethren, Nathan Hatch was 
ordained a priest. 

An edifying discourse was delivered 
hy the chairman, after which five were 
baptized. The Spirit of the Lord res- 
ted down upon us and our hcstts were 
made glad. The word of the Lord 
grows and multiplies here* and there is 
truly a great field open for faithful la- 
borers. 

J. GRANT, Ch'n. 

B. 8. Wilber, Clerkl 
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NOTICE. 

The subscriber respectfully informs 
the traveling community, and especial* 
ly the brethren *who may come to this 
place, that he has ifecently opened a 
public house opposite the stpnc chapel, 
where he will wait upon such as shall 
see fi^ to give him a call. 
- ^ GEORGE W. ROBINSON. 
C Kirtiand, Oct* 1837, 

Ifnneneal* 

MARRIED, on the 26th instant, by 
Elder Don C. Smith/ Elder LEWIS 
R0BB1NS to Miss. FRANCES M; 
SMITH, 

Also on the same inat. by Elder J\ 
P. PmArr s Elder HARVEY KKD- 
FIELD to Miss. FANNY ATHER- 
TON all of this place. 

AFFLICTING CASUALTY, 
^DROWNED in Lake Erie on the 

2nd Inst Andrew J, Reader mn of 
tOeorge sod Geroaba Reader aged six 

Brother Reader was formerly a citi- 
MQ of the State of New Yom f but had 
nwlved to , r®m®m to this plate with 
hip family and accordingly] bad taken 
§, paaMup'Oir board the Steam < Boat 
"Unci© Sam' 9 . Wo. are not aware that 
Umm u fttached to, any one: he fell 
wtffeoard when there was'nqpe to help, 
faa wbm seen by hia parents when 15 or 
SO yodin dift&mt* mmlng his hands and 
crjriog far halpa there w&fan eiertion 
mada by tha crew and small boat to 



iifti| but in vain, 



OBITUARY. 

Died, in this place pn the 18th lust 
after nn illness of about ten days, Mrs. 
Jerusha T, Smith, the wife of Hyrum 
Smith- She has left five email chil- 
dren together with numerous relatives 
to mourn her loss, a loss which is se- 
verely IWr by all. 

Our Si lur was beloved and highly 
esteemed by every lover of truth ^id 
virtue; but she has been taken from us 
in an untimely* or rather an unexpect- 
ed hour, as her companion was from 
home perhaps near one thousand miles 
at the time of her decease, and was 
deprived of the privilege of witnessin 
her exit from a world of sorrow aa* 
perplexity, to the paradise of God. 

But, Alas! ?rhe k gone home! yes/ 
(using her own language to one of her 
tender offsprings when on her dyiftg 
bed,) "Tell -your father when he owet 
that the Lord has taken your molA^f 
Aome f and left you for him to take care 

or \ 

She had her senses until the last, and 
fell asleep, leaving this assurance be- 
hind us a reward for leaving all that 
was dear for the * sake ^f a risen Sav« 
ior, and enduring in faith on his nmxrm 
to the end, that she should have a part 
in the first resurrection, andeome forth 
and inherit the mansion that is prepar- 
ed for the faithful, and receive the wel- 
come plaudit "Come ye bleat of my 
Father inherit that kingdom prepared 
for you from before tire foundation of 
he world/"' 
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